^        ___b-^ *ivms- Confessionst x. 31).    Yet
we have seen good reason to think he was far from being what we should call a sensual man.    We must understand the sharp antithesis of ideals in his day.    Now we are all Epicureans, only some of us trust to extend our Epicureanism into a coming life as well as this. In the early ages of the Christian era a serious man held that Epicureanism, even justly and soberly conceived, was incompatible with a full acceptance of the teaching of Christ.    And Augustine's Ciceronian vision was rapidly melting into a Pauline prospect.    The hills beyond were the eternal hills of the Scriptures,  he was fast becoming convinced.    That is why his purpose wavered in proportion as he felt that he approached the path he had sought so long.   A profound moral struggle was  preparing.    He grasped  at  every excuse for deferring the last investigation.  ' When shall we seek the truth?    Ambrose has not time : he has not time to read.    Where shall we get the books ? ... In the forenoon the pupils occupy us : what do we do afterwards ?    Why not this ? But when shall we salute the friends whose patronage we need ?   When shall we prepare our lessons ?